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own oil and having a good energy pol-
icy; and, finally, tax simplification.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 46
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Bless abundantly the Members of this
people’s House. During this season of
new growth, may Your redemptive
power help them to see new ways to
productive service, fresh approaches to
understanding each other, especially
those across the aisle, and renewed
commitment to solving the problems
facing our Nation.

May they, and may we all, be trans-
formed by Your grace, and better re-
flect the sense of wonder, even joy, at
the opportunities to serve that are ever
before us.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8
of rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from OKklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LANKFORD led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS OF
THE OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING

(Mr. LANKFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LANKFORD. On April 19, 9:02
a.m. central time, my city will stop for
a moment of silence. We’ll stop and
we’ll reflect for 168 seconds. Family
and friends will stand on the green
grass in the shade of the Survivor Tree
and will read the names of all 168 vic-
tims of the April 19, 1995, bombing at
the Murrah Building in Oklahoma City.

While the State of Oklahoma remem-
bers, I would like to ask the Nation to
also pause for a moment and to remem-
ber the service, the lives, and the fami-
lies of those that we will never forget,
to thank again the rescue workers that
rushed into a building that they had no
idea how stable it really was, and to re-
member again the survivors of that
day.

In the days ahead, our community
will visit the 3-acre memorial site.
Tens of thousands will participate in a
memorial marathon. Oklahoma fami-
lies will again stop, discuss, and re-
member with their children April 19,
1995. I would like to encourage the Na-
tion to do the same.

———

REPUBLICAN BUDGET BREAKS
PROMISE TO AMERICA’S SENIORS

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. When I entered pub-
lic service, I promised I would never
forget those Americans who built this
Nation. They educated my generation,
passing on a better, stronger country
than they inherited.

Nearly 50 years ago, Congress passed
Medicare, and President Lyndon John-
son signed it, with former President
Harry Truman and Bess Truman sit-
ting at his side. America promised that
if you worked hard, we would not for-
get you in your golden years. We prom-
ised that health care bills would not
drag seniors into financial ruin.

The Republican budget breaks that
promise. It tells our parents and grand-
parents to fend for themselves, and it
ends the Medicare guarantee. The
promise that I made, that this country
made, and that I demand this Congress
uphold, is that we treat seniors like na-
tional treasures and not national bur-
dens. The Republican budget fails that
promise to America’s seniors.
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NEW IRS AGENTS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last week, the President an-
nounced plans to divert $5600 million to
the IRS for the purpose of hiring new
IRS agents to promote the President’s
health care government takeover bill.
This fact reveals that ObamaCare is
not a bill designed to improve the qual-
ity of health care but instead raises
taxes and creates more burdens for in-
dividuals and small businesses, de-
stroying jobs. House Republicans re-
main committed to fighting for the
total repeal of ObamaCare, then to pro-
mote commonsense free market health
reforms preserving the doctor-patient
relationship.

Additionally, I am grateful for the ef-
forts of Tom Von Kaenel, who is in
Washington today. Tom is the founder
of the Sea2Sea, an organization pro-
viding assistance to our military per-
sonnel, veterans, and their families by
helping them transition back to civil-
ian life. In order to raise awareness for
the cause, Tom will spend the next sev-
eral weeks biking across the United
States, duplicating his biking this
spring across the United Kingdom.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

————

THE FUTURE OF MEDICARE

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day I met in western New York at the
Cheektowaga Senior Center, where the
discussion centered around the future
of Medicare. Prior to the creation of
Medicare in 1965, only 50 percent of sen-
iors had health insurance because they
were seen by insurance companies as
too risky. Today, Medicare is a lifeline
to affordable prescription medications
and accessible preventative care for
seniors across the Nation, including
over 100,000 beneficiaries in my district
alone.

Now some want to change the pro-
gram to instead give our seniors a
voucher that forces them to go out into
the market on their own to try to ob-
tain insurance. Our parents and grand-
parents deserve better. Medicare pro-
vides one of the most important guar-
antees in our society: the guarantee
that if you are an older American and
you get sick, you will get the care that
you need without going broke. This is
an American promise worth fighting to
protect.

——
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SUPPORT THE RESTORE ACT

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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